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(Implements RCW 34.05.360)
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Agency: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) P2024-16D

Effective date of rule:
Permanent Rules
31 days after filing.
1  Other (specify) (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should
be stated below)

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule?
U Yes No If Yes, explain:

Purpose: The purpose of this rule is to prohibit public feeding of deer, elk, or moose to limit unnatural concentrations of these
animals and therefore minimize the spread of chronic wasting disease where it is both detected (WDFW'’s Region 1) and also
where it is may be present, but not currently detected (potentially other areas of the state). Specifically, this rule makes it
unlawful “to place, deposit, distribute, or scatter feed including but not limited to grain, hay, minerals, salt, fruit, or other such
substances or food types to feed, lure or attract deer, elk, or moose not lawfully held in captivity” statewide (unless otherwise
excepted in the existing rule).

Citation of rules affected by this order:
New: WAC 220-440-260.
Repealed:

Amended:
Suspended:

Statutory authority for adoption: RCWs 77.04.012, 77.04.055, 77.12.047, 77.12.610, 77.12.620, 77.12.630, 77.12.071,
and 77.145.010.

Other authority: None

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making)
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 25-04-105 on February 04, 2025 (date).
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: None

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by
contacting:

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Fax:
TTY:
Email:
Web site:
Other:
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Note: If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero.
No descriptive text.

Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note.
A section may be counted in more than one category.

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with:

Federal statute: New Amended Repealed
Federal rules or standards: New Amended Repealed
Recently enacted state statutes: New Amended Repealed

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity:

New Amended Repealed

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative:

New 1 Amended Repealed

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures:

New Amended Repealed
The number of sections adopted using:
Negotiated rule making: New Amended Repealed
Pilot rule making: New Amended Repealed
Other alternative rule making: New Amended Repealed
Signhature:

Date Adopted: April 9, 2025

Title: WDFW Director

/7
Name: Kelly Susewind %%/ e g )
P i
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NEW SECTION

WAC 220-440-260 Prohibition of feeding deer, elk, or moose.
(1) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, it is an in-
fraction under RCW 77.15.160 (6) (b) to place, deposit, distribute, or
scatter feed including, but not limited to, grain, hay, minerals,
salt, fruit, or other such substances or food types to feed, lure or
attract deer, elk, or moose not lawfully held in captivity. A person
may not allow food to be placed for the purposes of feeding other
wildlife that causes deer, elk, or moose to congregate.

(2) This rule does not apply in the completion of any of the fol-
lowing agricultural practices:

(a) Cultivation, production, and harvest of crops including, but
not limited to, fruit, vegetable, hay, and grains;

(b) Animal husbandry related to the care and feeding of domestic
livestock and poultry.

(3) The director may authorize the feeding of deer, elk, or moose
under the following conditions:

(a) Prevent damage to private property;

(b) Mitigate population loss anticipated by a predicted winter
mortality;

(c) Support a WDFW research or management program.
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