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RULE-MAKING ORDER 
PERMANENT RULE ONLY 

 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-103P (August 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) P2025-03 (Order: 25-101)  

Effective date of rule: 
Permanent Rules 

☒     31 days after filing. 

☐     Other (specify)       (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should 

be stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If Yes, explain:       

Purpose: The purpose of this rulemaking is to regulate the commercial salmon fisheries in Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor. 
These rules are part of a comprehensive suite of rulemaking packages to implement the new 2025-2026 salmon seasons for 
Washington State, developed through the broader North of Falcon process pursuant to the Fish and Wildlife Commission’s 
North of Falcon Policy C-3608 for 2024-2028. 
 
The North of Falcon process typically begins in January with the filing of the Pre-proposal Statement of Inquiry (CR-101) and 
consists of government-to-government meetings involving the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), treaty tribes, and 
WDFW representatives. Separate public meetings are held with stakeholders—both at a statewide and regional level—to 
review preseason run size forecasts, NMFS guidance relative to allowable impacts for species listed under the Endangered 
Species Act, which includes salmon, but other protected species as well, such as Southern Resident Killer Whales. 
  
Three stakeholder public meetings specific to the Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor fisheries were held in February, March, and 
April. Additional public comment was accepted subsequent to the Proposed Rule-making (CR-102) for the 2025 Coastal 
Commercial Salmon Fishery, filed on May 6, 2025 (WSR 25-10-091), which included the public hearing on the proposed rules 
held on June 12, 2025. The comprehensive North of Falcon meeting schedule and the meeting agendas, handouts, and 
audio recordings of the public meetings are available on WDFW’s website at:  https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/management/north-
falcon/public-meetings  
 
While these rules regulate only commercial fisheries, the seasons specified in these rules are an integral part of implementing 
commercial and recreational fisheries in a coordinated manner pursuant to the Willapa Bay Salmon Management Policy C-
3622 and Grays Harbor Basin Salmon Management Policy C-3621. As such, the commercial fisheries for 2025-2026 are 
structured in a manner intended to consider and provide both commercial and recreational fishing opportunities in Willapa 
Bay and Grays Harbor, while ensuring conservation requirements and management objectives in federal and state laws and 
regulations, state/tribal harvest management agreements, and Fish and Wildlife Commission policies are met. 
 
Even though drafted as amendments to preceding rules, these new amendments function as a coordinated and unitary 
fishery rulemaking package for the 2025-2026 salmon fishery season, and thus substantively replace prior years’ fishery 
regulations in Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor. Specifically, these rules replace and supersede the language in WAC 220-354-
250 for the Willapa Bay salmon fall fishery and WAC 220-354-290 for the Grays Harbor salmon fall fishery in their entirety. 
  
Included in the Fish and Wildlife Commission’s North of Falcon Policy C-3608 for 2024-2028 is a delegation of authority to the 
Director of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife to adopt the implementing regulations, including this rulemaking, 
resulting from the North of Falcon process.  

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New:          
Repealed:       
Amended: WAC 220-354-250, 220-354-290 
Suspended:       

Statutory authority for adoption:  
 RCWs 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, and 77.12.047 

 

Other authority: N/A 

https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/management/north-falcon/public-meetings
https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/management/north-falcon/public-meetings
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PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 25-10-091 on May 6, 2025 (date). 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: None  

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting: 

Name:       

Address:       

Phone:       

Fax:       

TTY:       

Email:       

Web site:       

Other:       
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Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Federal rules or standards:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Recently enacted state statutes:  New      Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted in the agency’s own initiative: 

New        Amended 2 Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Pilot rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Other alternative rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

 

Date adopted: June 16, 2025 Signature: 

 

Name: Kelly Susewind 

Title: Director 
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