
PETITION FOR ADOPTION, AMENDMENT, OR REPEAL
OF A STATE ADMINISTRATIVE RULE

i Prin! form

ln accordance with RCW 34.05.330, the Office of Financial Management (OFM) created this form for individuals or groups

who wish to petition a state agency or institution of higher education to adopt, amend, or repeal an administrative rule. You

may use this form to submit your request. You also may contact agencies using other formats, such as a letter or email.

The agency or institution will give full consideration to your petition and will respond to you within 60 days of receiving your
petition. For more information on the rule petition process, see Chapter 82-05 of the Washington Administrative Code (WAC)

at http ://apps. leg.wa. gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=82-05.

CONTACT ¡NFORMATION (p/ease type or print)

Petitioner's Name Martin F Chen, Ph.D. CDFW and WDFW retired, Past President and Board Member

Name of Organizatio n South Sound Chapter of Puqet Sound An glers

Mailing Address 8647 Littlerock Rd 5w

Olympia State wR

Telephone 3604903383 Email marchenl0l@aol.com

COMPLETING AND SEND]NG PETITION FORM

o Check all of the boxes that apply.

o Provide relevant examples.

o lnclude suggested language for a rule, if possible.

o Attach additional pages, if needed.

o Send your petition to the agency with authority to adopt or administer the rule. Here is a list of agencies and
their rules coordinators: http://www.leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/Documents/RClist.htm.

City

INFORMATION ON RULE PETITION

Agency responsible for adopting or administering the rule:

zip Code seslz

WDFW

n f . NEW RULE - I am requesting the agency to adopt a new rule.

! The subject (or purpose) of this rule is:

I The rule is needed because:

I The new rule would affect the following people or groups:
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I 2. AMEND RULE - l am requesting the agency to change an existing rule.

List rr¡le number (WAC), if l<nown: 220-330-040 Crab Permanent Rules and 220-330-040005 Emergency Rules

I I am requesting the following change:

I This change is needed because

Change the complete closure of MA13 to all crabbing to allow sport red rock crab
harvest north and west of a line between Johnson Pt (47o10'01.2"N,122o48'53.3"W) and
Devil's Head (47o10'01.2N,122o46'01,5"W). This is the same line used to regulate Chum

All other open MA's allow red rock crab harvest, with no catch recording. WDFW 2023
survey data show red rock crab are approximately 10 times more abundant than
Dungeness crab at Zangle Cove, the only sample point included in the proposed new

This rule protects rebuiiding Dungeness crabs in the Nisqually Reach, and prevents
mortality of Dungeness by not allowing pots, This rule allows harvest of red rock crab

I The effect of this rule change will be: which are historically and currently abundant and which has been closed for 7 years.

See attached for WDFW enforcement opinion, Squaxin Tribe opinion and PSA

statewide endorsement of this proposal. See attached signatures in support of this

f The rule is not clearly or simply stated: petition. See attached Powerpoint with map and WDFW sampling data regarding this

f 3. REPEAL RULE - l am requesting the agency to eliminate an ex¡sting rule.

List rule number (WAC), if known

(Check one or more boxes)

I lt does not do what it was intended to do.

It is no longer needed because:

! lt imposes unreasonable costs

I The agency has no authority to make this rule:

f lt is applied differently to public and pr¡vate parties

f, lt conflicts with another federal, state, or local law or
rule. List conflicting law or rule, if known:

¡ lt duplicates another federal, state or local law or rule." L¡st duplicate law or rule, if known:

! Other (please explain):
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Areo l3 Red rock crob only seoson
proposol. Pleose sign the petition!
7 years of closure is enough!

Areo proposed for MA l3 rock crob seoson: west of o
line between Johnson Point ond Devil's Heod.
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Areo 13 hos been closed lo oll recreolionol crobbing since
2018 due lo declining obundonce ond cqlch of Dungeness
crob. Recenl sompling indicoles o possible recovery moy be
sforling especiolly off the Nisquolly Delto (WDFW doto)

3

Red rock crqbs olso declined from 2012-2017. However lhey
qre more obundont lhqn Dungeness. Red rock crob greolly
oulnumber Dungeness in MA 13, currenlly ond hisloricolly.
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WDFW lest pot sompling only goes os for wesl os Zongle Cove
neor Boston Horbor. This is neor the limit of lhe Dungeness

ronge but misses o lorge oreq of rock crob obundonce. legol
rock crob oulnumber legol Dungeness by l0:l of Zongle Cove

5

2024 WDFW MA l3 crob survey shows very low
Dungeness numbers in the proposed red rock
ZO n e . Dungeness Çrab: 2024 MA1 3 poslseason Tsst Dâta
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Proposed: MA l3 red rock only seoson lo coincide wilh MA g-

10 crob seosons. Open west of o line belween Johnson Poinl
ond Devil's Heod. Hond, Dipnel, Rings ond crob snores only,
doily limit 5 crqb 5 inches ond over.

> Avoids the oreq of historicolobundonce of Dungeness ond
rebuilding Dungeness populotion.

> Similor seoson ond limits to other MA's to keep regs simple. 5
inch minimum excludes most femole crobs.

> Opens o very lorge oreo with o lot of shoreline ond shollow
woters. Borders Moson, Thurston, Pierce Counties

> Support shellfish industry in Totten ond Eld lnlets ond Ooklond
Boy by horvesting clom predotors.

> Hond, Dipnel, Rings ond snores only would further reduce
impocts on Dungeness qnd simplify enforcemenl.

7

Recruit, Retoin ond Reoctivote
Anglers

> This doesn't ottroct the big boot crowd with power pullers. Thot's
OK, we don'f hove the romps to occommodole them.

> ll does fovor younger less offluent onglers with koyoks, smoll boots
ond those crobbing from beoches, privote docks ond public piers.
This is how mony onglers get their stort.

> lt does foster possing on o trodition of summer crobbing - porents or
grondporents con toke kids out ond crob.

> Restores o lost recreotÌonol opportunity - most of MA l3 wos red
rock crobbing onywoy.

> Shoreline property owners ond communities should welcome this
seoson.

Willrequire o PS crob endorsement but now there will be o locol
opportunity.
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This proposol hos been sent oround!

> Scott Sfelzner. represenfing the Squoxin Tribe responded thot the
Tribe would not oppose this proposol (emoil ot 1l /20/23)but would
like to see stole enforcement effort.

) The Nisquolly Tribe wos sent the proposol twice but did not respond.

> WDFW Enforcement: Coptoin Don Chodwick responded thot the
proposed red rock only seoson would be chollenging but would be
dooble (emoil 6/ 13123).

> This proposol received the unonimous endorsement of the
Stotewide PSA chopter representotives of the December 2023
meeting.

Þ This proposol hss 94 signotures osking thot the petition be possed by
the WDFW Commission.
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WDFW's current position (2024)

There is no wov to record the red rock cotch (But there is no
red rock crob horvest recording onywhere in Mn's t-ì 2¡.

We should woit uniil the electronic (phone opp) cotch
recording is in ploce before openinö ony new seoson. (But
the newóop will onlv be for Dunoeñess,'meonwhile red rock
horvest wil'l continue'in oll other NIA's l-12 while the opp
owoits further development to include red rock. Firm dote for
red rock e cotch recording: none).
WDFW will continue this policy of selectively penolizing
people who live neor MAl3 (Olympio, Locey, Shelton,
Tumwoter) becouse there's no phone opp.
To it's credit, WDFW hos been very open in shoring ond
presenting sompling doto, policy þools ond otheiinformotion
lrom which the petition wos developed.
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Whot do other stotes do
obout red rock crob?
. Oregon: Doily limil of 24 red rock crob, ony size, ony sex

. Colifornio:To protect rebuilding Dungeness in Son
Froncisco Boy, red rock crob horvest only, no pots
ollowed, doily limit 3ó, minimum size 4 inches.

. The MAl3 red rock proposol supports the current doily
limit of ó, 5 inch minimum size. The 5 inch minimum
protects femole red rock crob os they seldom reoch
thot size.
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