


Atlantic: €almon

Male Atlantic salmon

Female Atlantic salmon

Atlantic salmon have large black spots on the gill covers and back, and rarely any spots on the tail fin. Their scales are large, there is no red stripe

along the lateral line, and they have 8-10 anal fin rays. Atlantic salmon may be taken from marine waters during any open salmon season, and from
anadromous (not landlocked) freshwater during any open salmon or trout season. Anglers may not, however, continue to fish for Atlantic salmon after a
daily limit of another species of salmon has been retained. In landlocked lakes, Atlantic salmon may be taken as part of the trout daily limit. Seasons and
size limits in place for trout apply to Atlantic salmon in landlocked lakes. Opportunities to harvest Atlantic salmon beyond those listed in the pamphlet will
be announced to the news media and carried on WDFW's recreational fishing hotline. Please report sightings to (360) 902-2700.

Chinook

Jaw- has a dark
mouth and black
gums at the base of]
its teeth. Immature
chinook are known
as a “blackmouth.”

Coho

Jaw- mouth is
white and the
gum line is almost
white, but the
tongue may be
black. The teeth
are sharp and
strong.

Tail- both the upper
and lower lobes of
the tail are covered
with spots and
silver is prominent.

Tail- has just a few
scattered spots,
usually on the
upper lobe, with
silver streaks. It
has a wide caudal
peduncle.

Pink

Jaw- mouth of a
pink is white, but
the gums and
tongue are black,
astheyareina
Chinook. It does
not have “teeth” on
its tongue.

Tail- is covered
with large oval
spots. It does not
have silver on the
tail. The scales
are very small
compared to other
salmon of the
same size.

In order to provide salmon & steelhead fishing
opportunities, WDFW and the Tribes have marked
salmon & steelhead by clipping the

adipose fin (a small fatty fin directly behind the
dorsal fin). In areas designated "release wild
<insert fish name>", fin-clipped salmon and
steelhead are the only fish that may be retained.
The picture to the right shows a wild coho salmon
and a fin-clipped or hatchery coho salmon. Please
be careful in releasing wild fish— they are your
fishing future! For tips on the best way to release
fish, please see page 13. In Marine Areas 5-13, it is
illegal to bring a wild salmon or a species of salmon
aboard a vessel if it is unlawful to retain those
salmon. "Aboard a vessel" is defined as inside the
gunwale. In Marine Area 2-2, it is unlawful to totally
remove salmon from the water if it is illegal to retain
those fish, except anglers fishing from boats 30' or
longer are exempt.

Learn more by visiting: http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/salmon/identification.html

MarinelAreac

Hatchery coho
Adipose fin has been
clipped — leaving a
healed scar in

its place.

Wild coho
Intact adipose fin.
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Marine. Area Rulec

1 e o o o Ceacgon and Daily Houre:
During an open season, marine waters are open 24 hours per day, except as noted for night closures.

2 e o o o Quota Management:
SALMON, HALIBUT, and some SHELLFISH are managed by quotas in many marine areas. These fisheries close
when the quotas have been taken. Closures will be announced to local news media and will be included in the
Fishing Hotline and Shellfish Rule Change Hotline messages.

NOTE: Emergency rules may occur throughout the year and will supersede the rules contained in this pamphlet. Changes can be found by
calling the WDFW Fishing Hotline (360) 902-2500 or Shellfish Rule Change Hotline (866) 880-5431, contacting statewide customer service (360) 902-
2700, or by visiting the WDFW website http://wdfw.wa.gov.

Rules listed below are General Rules. Specific Area Rules are listed by area.

CpociegiRulec Tacklo/GoargRulec

Hatchery STEELHEAD may be caught and
released until the daily limit is retained. If a fish has
swallowed the hook or is hooked in the gill, eye,

or tongue, it should be kept if legal to do so. Wild
STEELHEAD must be released.

SALMON - Barbless hooks only. Only single-
point hooks and a hand-held rod and line

may be used in Areas 1-13. Minimum size for
CHINOOK in Areas 1-4 is 24", in Areas 5-13,

22", except no minimum size in the Hoodsport
Hatchery Zone. Minimum size for COHO in Areas
1-4 is 16"; except in Area 2-1 after July 31 and
Area 2-2 east of the buoy 13 line after Sept. 15,
the minimum size is 12" for all SALMON. Other
Marine Areas and species - no minimum size.
Handling Rule: in Areas 5-13, it is illegal to bring

a wild SALMON or a species of SALMON aboard
a vessel if it is unlawful to retain those SALMON.
"Aboard a vessel" is defined as inside the gunwale.
Also see special Handling Rule for Area 2-2 for
Sept. 16-Nov. 30.

WHITE STURGEON - Only one single-point
barbless hook and bait is allowed when fishing for
STURGEON. Catch-and-release open year-round.
Refer to specific Marine Area rules for retention
dates. Green STURGEON may not be retained.

HALIBUT - Hook and line angling and spearfishing
only. A hand-held line is permitted. Only one line
with up to two hooks may be used. HALIBUT may
be shot or harpooned while Iandinq_. May not be
landed in a port closed to HALIBUT fishing except
HALIBUT lawfully caught in Canada, angler must
have Canadian license. See page 12, Fish &
Shellfish caught in Canada.

BOTTOMFISH, TUNA, AND MACKEREL -
Hook and line angling, spearfishing, and bow and
arrow fishing only.

ROCKFISH - You may not land YELLOWEYE or
CANARY rockfish into any port in Washington.
Unlawful to fish for or retain rockfish in Areas 6-13.

UNCLASSIFIED MARINE FISH - CLOSED

OTHER FOOD FISH - These are species which
occur in our waters irregularly, usually in coastal
areas and include BARRACUDA, WHITE SEA
BASS, BONITO, YELLOWTAIL, and POMFRET.
Daily limit is two of each species.

SIXGILL SHARK - It is illegal to retain or remove
SIXGILL SHARKS from the water in Areas 5-13.
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CpociegiRulec

FORAGE FISH - Forage fish ji%orforage fish dip
net only. Only one dip net may be used at a time.
Gear must be held by the rigid handle at all times
and may not be used from a vessel while under

ower. Anglers with the reduced-fee license or a

esignated Harvester Card may use a forage fish
dip net with a hand-operated gate. Jig gear may
have up to three treble hooks or nine single-point
hooks, not to exceed %" between point and shank.
While fishing in Areas 5-11 &13, a second line
using forage fish jig gear may be used to fish for
forage fish.

You may use forage fish jig gear in Columbia
River waters from the Buoy 10 line to the Rocky
Point/Tongue Point line.

Poccoccion Limite

VESSEL LIMITS MARINE AREAS 1-6: Anglers
aboard a boat may only possess one daily limit of

fish or SHELLFIS

SALMON - Two daily limits of fresh SALMON.
An additional 40 pounds of salmon may be
possessed in a frozen or processed form (see
pages 10-11).

TROUT - Two daily limits of hatchery
STEELHEAD.

STURGEON - Two daily limits in any form.
Statewide annual limit 5.

BOTTOMFISH - Two daily limits in any form.

in fresh form.

HALIBUT - Two daily limits in any form, except
only one limit while aboard the fishing vessel. For
HALIBUT caught in Canadian waters, contact
Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada
(DFO) or visit their website at http://www.pac.dfo-

mpo.gc.ca/recfish/Opportunities/finfish_e.htm. for
updated Canadian regulations.

TUNA - ALBACORE, YELLOWFIN, SKIPJACK,
and NORTHERN BLUEFIN and MACKEREL -
No possession limit or daily limit.

SHELLFISH - One daily limit of fresh
SHELLFISH. Additional SHELLFISH may be
possessed in a frozen or processed form. See
page 124 for Shellfish/Seaweed rules and page
127 for the shellfish health advisory.

FORAGE FISH (HERRING, ANCHOVIES,
SARDINES, SAND LANCE, and SMELT) -

Two daily limits in fresh form. Additional FORAGE
FISH ma% be possessed in frozen or processed
form. CLOSED to fishing for Columbia River
SMELT (eulachon). See description on next

page.

ALL FISHING GEAR - Must be kept in immediate
?orr‘l_trol, and gear may not be left unattended while
ishing.

HOOK AND LINE ANGLING - Unless noted

differently, only one line with up to 2 hooks is

allowed.

Barbless hooks are required for all species

in Marine Areas 5-13, except forage fish jig
ear.

When fishing for SALMON in Marine Areas 1-13,
only single-point barbless hooks may be used.

FORAGE FISH DIPNET - A section of netting
(maximum mesh size is %" stretched mesh) dis-
tended by a rigid frame not exceeding 36" across
and directly attached to a rigid handle. May only be
used for forage fish or squid.

LANDING A FISH - A club or dipnet (landing net)
may be used to assist landing a legal fish taken
by legal gear. A gaff may only be used to land a
legally hooked HALIBUT, TUNA, or DOGFISH
SHARK that will be retained. HALIBUT may be
shot or harpooned while landing.

DOWNRIGGERS - May be used with a line if the
line releases from the downrigger while playing
and landing the fish.

RODHOLDERS - May be used; the rod must be
easily removed without delay; rod may be left in
the holder while playing the fish.

ELECTRIC REELS - May be used if designed for
sport fishing and attached to a fishing rod.

SPEARFISHING - The diver must be swimming or
floating in the water while spearfishing. The use of
explosives or bullets attached to the spear ("bang
sticks") is prohibited.

In Washington waters where a saltwater
license is valid, each angler aboard a
vessel may continue to ep_IoY angllng

ear or shellfish gear until the daily
imit of fish and shellfish for all licensed
and juvenile anglers aboard has been
achieved.



Marine! Area Definitione and Codee
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AREA DEFINITIONS AND CODES

ILWACO - west of the Buoy 10 line at the
Columbia River mouth, north to Leadbetter
Point.

WESTPORT-OCEAN SHORES- from
Leadbetter Point north to the Queets River,
excluding Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor.
WILLAPA BAY - east of a line from
Leadbetter Point to Cape Shoalwater.
GRAYS HARBOR - east of a line from the
outermoust tip of the north jetty to outermost
exposed end of the south jetty.

LAPUSH - from the Queets River north to
Cape Alava.

NEAH BAY - from Cape Alava north and
inside Juan de Fuca Strait to the Sekiu River.
SEKIU AND PILLAR POINT - from mouth of
the Sekiu River east to Low Point, mouth of
the Lyre River.

EAST JUAN DE FUCA STRAIT - from Low
Point east to the Partridge Point - Point
Wilson line, north to the line from Trial

Island (near Victoria B.C.) - Vessel Traffic
Separation Buoy "R" - Smith Island to the
Lawson Reef Buoy, to Northwest Island, to
the Initiative 77 marker on Fidalgo Island.
SAN JUAN ISLANDS - all marine waters
north of the Trial Island line (described
under Area 6) to the United States-Canada
boundary.

. DECEPTION PASS, HOPE ISLAND,

AND SKAGIT BAY - from West Point

to Reservation Head eastward through
Deception Pass, including all waters of
Swinomish Slough and Skagit Bay, and the
portion of Saratoga Passage north and west
of a line from East Point Light to light on
Camano Island (Saratoga Pass Light #4F|
Red 4 Sec.).

PORTS SUSAN AND GARDNER - east of
East Point Light-Camano Island Light line
(described in 8-1 above) and north of the
Possession Point-Shipwreck line (described
in 9 below).

ADMIRALTY INLET - all waters inside and
south of the Partridge Point - Point Wilson
line, south and west of a line from Possession
Point 110° true to shipwreck, north of the
Hood Canal Bridge, and north of the Apple
Cove Point-Edwards Point line.
SEATTLE-BREMERTON AREA - south from
the Apple Cove Point-Edwards Point line to

a line projected true east- west through the
north tip of Vashon Island.
TACOMA-VASHON ISLAND - south from

a line projected true east west through the
north tip of Vashon Island to the northernmost
Tacoma Narrows Bridge.

HOOD CANAL - all waters south of the Hood
Canal Bridge.

SOUTH PUGET SOUND - all waters south of
northernmost Tacoma Narrows Bridge.

Marine Areac

Size: up to 13"

Size: up to 8"

Color: bluish on upper half with silvery white sides and belly.
Look for: grooves on gill cover, skinny head, speckeled tail.

Color: silver with a stripe along the side.
Look for: small adipose fin and stripe on the side.
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MarinelArea 1 =llwaco

(West of the Buoy 10 line at the Columbia River mouth, north to Leadbetter Point)

( SPECIES SEASON ADDITIONAL RULES )
SALMON - ENTIRE AREA June 9-June 22 CHINOOK - min. size 24". Other SALMON species - no min. size. Daily limit 2 (combined).
Release COHO and wild CHINOOK.
Season may close earlier if coastwide guideline of 8,000 CHINOOK is attained. See
Control Zone 1 closure below.
June 23-Sept. 30 CHINOOK - min. size 24". COHO - min. size 16". Other SALMON species - no min.
size. Daily limit 2 (combined). Only 1 CHINOOK may be retained. Release wild COHO.
Season may close earlier if quota of 34,860 hatchery COHO or 11,100 CHINOOK
guideline is attained. See Control Zone 1 closure below.
TROUT Year-round Catch-and-release except up to 2 hatchery STEELHEAD may be retained.
STURGEON Year-round Min. size 38" fork length. Max. size 54" fork length. Daily limit 1. Release GREEN
STURGEON.
TUNA and MACKEREL Year-round No min. size. No daily limit.
HERRING, SMELT, ANCHOVY, Year-round No min. size. Daily limit 10 Ibs., all species combined. All SMELT caught must be kept
SARDINE, and SAND LANCE and count toward the daily limit except CLOSED to Columbia River SMELT (eulachon).
PACIFIC HALIBUT May 3-quota or Ju}y 14, Ogen Thursdays through Saturdays ONLY. No min. size. Dailg limit 1. Retention of
whichever comes first  BOTTOMFISH, except SABLEFISH and PACIFIC COD, is prohibited with a HALIBUT

onboard. Season may close earlier if quota is attained. Season will re-open August 3
(Friday-Sunday) until remaining quota is taken.

Year-round season. Daily limit is 12 BOTTOMFISH (see definition page 10) regardless of species, subject to
BOTTOMFISH individual limits and seasons shown below. No BOTTOMFISH (except SABLEFISH and PACIFIC COD) may be
landed in Area 1 if a HALIBUT is onboard from May 1 - Sept. 30.

LINGCOD Mar. 17-Oct. 13, 2012 Min. size 22". Daily limit 2. No retention or possession seaward of a line drawn from
Reopens Mar. 16, 2013 46°38.17' N Lat., 124°21.00' W Lon., to 46°25.00' N Lat., 124°21.00' W Lon.
SURFPERCH Year-round No min. size. Daily limit 12. Except SHINER PERCH daily limit 15: not included in
BOTTOMFISH limit.
ROCKFISH Year-round No min. size. Daily limit 10. No CANARY or YELLOWEYE may be retained.
CABEZON Year-round No min. size. Daily limit 2.
OTHER FOOD FISH Year-round No min. size. Daily limit 2 of each species.
ALL OTHER FISH Year-round CLOSED
J

Control Zone 1: An area at the Columbia River
mouth bounded on the west by a line running llwa 3
northeast/southwest between the red lighted ¢
Buoy #4 (46°13'35"N/124°06'50"W) and the green
lighted Buoy #7 (46°15'09"N/124°06'16"W); on the
east by the Buoy #10 line which bears north/south
at 357° true from the south jetty at 46°14'00"
N/124°03'07"W to its intersection with the north
jetty; on the north by a line running northeast/ \\§
southwest between the green Iifhted Buoy #7 to D

816"14‘

the tip of the north jetty 8"N/124°05'20"W), McKenzie

and then along the north jetty to the point of inter- Head

section with the Buoy #10 line; and on the south \North

by a line running northeast/southwest between the North Jett

red lighted Buoy #4 and the tip of the south jetty Jetty 7 ety 4
(46°14'03"N/124°04'05"W), and then along the Tip Base

south jetty to the point of intersection with the Buoy
#10 line, Is CLOSED Eco ;ishir}g for EALMOhN atall
times except open to fishing from the north jetty

when adjacent waters north of the Control Zone Green Buoy #7
are open to fishing for SALMON or the Buoy 10

i : 217 é . ’
fishery is open. zontrol’Zone 1 Columbia River
Buoy 10 season: See Columbia River listing in East-
side Rivers-Special Rules section.

Buoy #10

N

Buoy 10 Line: Defined as a true north and south line South Clatsop Spit
projected through Buoy 10, which marks the chan- Jett
nel leading into the Columbia River at its mouth (a ity
line from the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center Red Buoy #4 Tip

atoE Cape Disappointment Rock through Buoy 10
to the south jetty).

Columbia River North Jetty: The jetty is open to fishing for SALMON 7 days a week when the Buoy 10 or the Marine Area 1 SALMON fishery is open.
Daily limit and minimum size restrictions follow the most liberal regulations of either area. Barbed hooks allowed.

Reciprocitg Rules: When angling from a boat in the concurrent waters of the Columbia River or the Pacific Ocean within 3 miles of shore between Cape
Falcon, Oregon, and Leadbetter Point, Washington, either a Washington or an Oregon fishing license is valid.
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